THE  BIBLE

applause can only be based upon the measure of
skill with which they have eliminated super-
fluities from the Bible, and preserved beauties,
moral and other. Granted the material, and
granted the scale of the reduction, I do not think
the work well done. In certain regards no
exception can be taken. Some of the Old
Testament stories have been kept in their entirety,
such as the story of the Creation and the story of
Joseph ; except for genealogies, nothing has been
removed from the Gospels or the Acts. But as
soon as we approach the, question of " cuts " we
are engaged in controversy: we find that very
many phrases have disappeared, which are either
treasured by all Christians or by one section or
another of Christians. " Ecclesiastes " is overcut:
" the crackling of thorns under a pot" is not to be
found here ; nor the magnificent fourth chapter;
nor that ninth chapter in which occur the verses :

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave,
whither thou goest.

I returned, and saw under the sun that the
race is not to the swift nor the battle to the
strong.

The " Song of Solomon " is truncated altogether
too much, quite apart from the matter of
bowdlerisation: " the foxes, the little foxes " go,
and much else with them. The fine eighth
chapter of Amos is omitted; and the total
rejection of Joel means the absence of such
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